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[INSERT YOUR ORGANIZATION NAME] JOINS ‘ILLINOIS ADULT 

EDUCATION YOUR PATH, YOUR FUTURE’ CAMPAIGN 
 

Local efforts engage adults in free and low-cost classes to create a better future 
 

[Insert city, IL] – As the state of Illinois works to get more people back to work, adult education programs 
across the state serve as a pathway to good jobs through free and low-cost education that equips adult 
learners with the skills they need to enter a career or to transition to postsecondary education. 

The skills offered through the state’s 75 adult education programs can put Illinoisans on track to a well-paying 
and stable job, contributing to steady job growth and a decline in the unemployment rate, as the state 
continues to recover from the impacts of COVID-19.  

Adult education programs serve adults who want to learn a career skill, earn a high school equivalency, or 
learn and improve their English, among other courses. The programs provide adult learners with the 
foundational skills they need to transition to postsecondary education and training, which, according to a recent 
study by Burning Glass, will be required by 70 percent of jobs in the U.S. by 2027. In Illinois, 10.9% of adults 
have not completed high school and more than half have no more than a high school diploma, according to the 
U.S. Census.  

These statistics prompted [insert your organization name] to become a proud partner in a statewide campaign 
led by the Illinois Community College Board (ICCB) to enroll adult learners into programs that equip them with 
skills that lead to high school equivalency and jobs that pay a family-sustaining wage.  

“The Illinois Adult Education Your Path Your Future campaign is a proactive effort to inform communities about 
the value that adult education programs bring and how they provide on-ramps to better jobs and to college,” 
said Kathy Olesen-Tracey, ICCB Senior Director for Adult Education and Literacy. “The campaign website, 
ICCB locator tool, and a hotline will be used in our efforts to reach a diverse demographic pool of adults across 
Illinois.”  

The [insert your organization’s name] adult education programs currently include [insert types of classes 
offered]. CDC guidelines and sanitation protocols are in place for in-person instruction to ensure a safe 
learning environment. 

“Our community has been hit particularly hard by COVID-19 with unemployment at XX% and approximately XX 
adults who could benefit from adult education, said [insert name and title of school/program director or other 
official authorized to be quoted]. 

Interested adult learners in [insert your county] can learn more about [insert organization name] programs and 
schedule, or speak with a counselor by going to [insert your organization’s website URL]. The statewide 
campaign can be found at https://yourpathyourfuture.org/ 
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